
Inquire. 
Create. Learn. 
Independent thinkers, compassionate young people and lifelong learners



Welcome to AIS
Aarhus International School (AIS), founded in 2011, 
is a private day school for students (aged 3-16) of 
international and Danish families interested in an 
English language programme of studies which  
prepares students for higher education. As an  
International Baccalaureate (IB) World School, both 
the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the  
Middle Years Programme (MYP) are fully authorised. 
AIS is also recognized by the Danish educational 
authorities as it complies with Danish requirements 
for international schools. Teaching is in English and 
all students learn Danish from the age of 6. Support 
is available for students whose first language is  
not English.

The school is housed on two separate campuses, 
with a pre-school and kindergarten in Hojbjerg, a 
suburb of Aarhus, while facilities for international 
grades 1-10 are located on Dalgas Avenue near the 
centre of Aarhus. At an enrolment of over 300  
students from 34 different nationalities, AIS is 
fulfilling the Municipality’s goal to provide English 
language education for children of parents in its 
growing international and Danish populations.

AIS believes in developing the individual student  
by engaging them in authentic inquiry across all  

subject areas. Units of study relate to local and 
global concerns as well as current issues and 
wide-ranging interests. Our educational philosphy  
is holistic, concept-based and child-centred.  
Students are encouraged to take action in various 
ways. Younger students make connections to their 
personal lives whereas the older MYP students are 
involved with Service as Action as part of their  
programme. Both programmes offer an  
interdisciplinary approach to education which  
provides students with an understanding of the 
world around them, how various components  
interact with each other along with the skills  
needed for successful interaction as lifelong  
learners. Whereas the PYP curriculum focuses on 
the whole child with an emphasis on developing 
student agency across all subject areas, the MYP 
curriculum covers a range of subjects including 
language acquisition, language and literature,  
individuals and societies, mathematics, science,  
the arts and physical education.

Our teaching approach is supportive to all learners, 
acknowledging their individual needs and  
nurturing their development in a safe environment. 
The focus is on the teaching of skills to enable the 
students to grow as independent learners. These 
approaches to learning can be subject specific and 
include research, thinking, communication, social 
and self-management skills. AIS uses a variety of 
devices to integrate technology into the curriculum, 
and as a platform for student development.

This prospectus provides an overview of our  
educational philosophy and the programmes 
 we offer. For more information, please refer to  
the school’s website.

Our aim is to provide an excellent quality international  
education for students in Aarhus. 

Striving towards  
excellence in holistic  
education through  
commitment to  
student driven inquiry.

The IB is a recognised leader within the field of 
internaional education. It was founded in 1968 
and currently has more than 5,000 schools 
across 156 countries around the world. The  
curriculum and pedagogy of IB programmes 
are focused on international perspectives of 
learning and teaching, while requiring that  
students fully explore their local culture  
and language.

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop 
internationally minded people, who by  
recognizing their common humanity and 
shared guardianship of the planet, help to  
create a better and more peaceful world.  
 
Learn more at www.ibo.org

Our mission 
The IB at a glance The mission of AIS is to provide a high 

quality international education which 
enables students to become socially  
and environmentally responsible  
citizens, enthusiastic inquirers and  
lifelong learners in a challenging and  
nurturing environment. 



Dalai Lama

When educating the 
minds of our youth,  
we must not forget to  
educate their hearts. 

Learning is... fun

EARLY YEARS 
STUDENTS AGED 3-6

Providing a solid foundation for our early learners

The International Baccalaureate Primary Years  
Programme focuses on the rapid development of 
the young learner across the physical, emotional, 
social and cognitive domains.  At Aarhus Interna-
tional School (AIS) we recognize that experiences 
during the early years lay the foundation for all 
future learning.  Children are constantly inquiring 
into the world around themselves and constructing 
their own meaning; they are natural, active learners 
and inquirers.  In the Early Years Programme at AIS 
we strive to nurture this curiosity, while providing 
learners with the skills needed to lay a sound  
foundation to the continuum of learning that goes 
on throughout the Primary Years. 

In the Early Years Programme, play is the primary 
driver of inquiry, and allows learners the oppor-
tunity to construct meaning.  Play is essential in 
supporting all areas of development and occurs 
throughout the entire Early Years environment at 
AIS.  The PYP curriculum framework allows our 
young learners the opportunity to begin developing 
approaches to learning and to connect with a variety 
of areas of development, including: 

• receptive and cognitive skills (listening, thinking, 
analyzing, and attention, amongst others), 

• representational abilities (using symbolic systems 
and constructing meaning through language), 

• and relational abilities (working together, taking 
turns, respecting others, for example).   

We strive to provide a setting where young learners 
feel comfortable and safe so that they are able  
to express themselves and satisfy their natural 
curiosity.  We take pride in the variety of diverse 
cultures represented in our Early Years Programme, 
amongst students and staff alike.  We celebrate the 
uniqueness of all learners and support them as they 
begin developing language and academic skills to 
prepare them for our PYP4-8 Programme.  

At AIS, our Early Years Programme is taught by 
qualified, internationally experienced teachers and 
supported by teaching assistants.  Our learning 
environment offers many opportunities for students 
to engage in an inquiry-based programme, with 
a variety of resources and experiences that extend 
and challenge their potential across all domains. 

Research shows that young  
children learn and make sense of 
the world around them through 
their experiences, through play 
and interactions with each other 
and through that environment 
they construct meaning. 



Learning is... active
An international, transdisciplinary programme  
designed to foster the development of the whole child

Aarhus International School is proud to offer an IB 
Primary Years Programme (PYP).  The IB philosophy 
and curriculum framework combine to create an 
academic programme that allows all PYP learners 
to have voice, choice and ownership in the learning 
process.  This idea of Learner Agency drives the way 
we work with our learners at AIS; with the child at 
the very center, this creates the foundation to our 
approach of learning and teaching.  The wide  
range of cultural backgrounds of our learners at  
AIS broadens and enriches each of our classrooms.  

The PYP at AIS focuses on the development of  
the whole child as an inquirer, both in and  
beyond the walls of the classroom. The programme 
takes into consideration the individual child’s 
development across academic, social, emotional, 
physical, and cultural domains. Teachers work to 
provide the learners with experiences that are 
engaging, relevant and challenging. Learning 
experiences are differentiated where required to 
the individual student’s abilities and learning style.  
Learners are encouraged to take action on their 

learning and to strive to make a difference in the 
world around them. 

The PYP is a concept-driven curriculum, which 
helps learners construct meaning through  
critical-thinking and the transfer of knowledge and 
understanding.  Through this curriculum, as well 
as nurturing the development of the Learner Profile 
attributes and the Approaches-to-Learning skills, 
we support learners on their lifelong learning 
journey, while preparing them to have the skills, 
knowledge and attitudes necessary to begin the 
Middle Years Programme.  In the final year of the 
programme, students take part in the Exhibition, 
which is a culmination and celebration of their  
skills and knowledge gained throughout the  
entire Primary Years Programme.

 
    

The PYP is based on a 
constructivist belief about  
how children learn. Students  
construct meaning by  
connecting their knowledge  
to new learning through inquiry. 

PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME 
STUDENTS AGED 6-11

Who We Are - An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including  
families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it 
means to be human.

Where We Are in Place and Time - An inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and  
migrations of humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness 
of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.

How We Express Ourselves - An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.

How the World Works - An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the  
interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human  
societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.

How We Organise Ourselves - An inquiry into the interconnectedness of  
human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of  
organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on 
humankind and the environment.

Sharing the Planet - An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with other people and with other living things;  
communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

©IBO 2018

The transdisciplinary themes combine to provide the most significant and  
distinctive feature of the IB Primary Years Programme.  These six themes are 
cognitively and developmentally appropriate for young learners. They have 
global significance and are supported by the knowledge, concepts and skills 
from the traditional subject areas.  Students inquire into, and learn about, these 
universally significant issues in the context of Units of Inquiry throughout the 
programme.  Each Unit of Inquiry allows students to take part in an in-depth  
exploration focused around a central idea relevant to a particular transdisciplinary 
theme.  Students’ interests and questions drive the process and students have 
the opportunity to extend their learning across all subject areas.

Transdisciplinary themes 



Responsible,  
Caring & Respectful



The unique MYP Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills course encourages 
students to take more responsibility for their own learning. The skills 
emphasised throughout the course prepare students for the 
challenges  of the 21st century workplace.

Communication  
All forms of communication, including speaking, listening, reading, 
writing, presenting and viewing.

Social  
Learning to work effectively together towards a shared goal. 
 

Self-management  
Organising time and materials and controlling emotions in order 
to learn more effectively. 

Research  
Identifying, selecting, analysing and organising information and 
technology effectively. 
 

Thinking  
Critical and creative thinking, reflection, inquiry, generating ideas and 
connecting knowledge.

ATL skills emphasised throughout the IB programmes. ©IBO 2014.

Learning is...  
collaborative
A balanced, comprehensive and transferable education

The IB Middle Years Programme is a holistic 
programme of education designed to meet  
the educational, social and personal needs of  
teenage students.

Our broad and balanced curriculum includes  
Mathematics, Languages, Sciences, Humanities, 
and Arts, and provides students with an excellent 
foundation for further education, with both breadth 
of knowledge and depth of understanding.  
Learning is inquiry-based so that students discover 
new ways to find out the information they need, 
experiment with ideas, patterns and designs, and 
try new fields of study. 

Students are encouraged to take action based on 
their learning to help to improve both their local 
communities and the wider world. All MYP students 
are expected to complete several Service as Action 
projects each year, both inside and outside school, 
and as they progress through the MYP levels, these 
projects should get broader in scope and ambition.
Students also complete at least one interdisiciplinary 
unit a year, in which two subjects combine in a unit 
of study that is project-based and focuses on  
real-world challenges and content involving  
different subject groups. 

All of our MYP teachers have a degree and teaching 
certification in their individual subject area and this 
combination of highly-qualified staff and the IB 
curriculum framework ensures a rigorous and high 
standard of international education. The facilities 
are appropriate for our balanced curriculum at 
this stage of a young person’s development with a 
fully-equipped Science laboratory, Visual Arts and 

Performing Arts rooms, a large gymnasium and an 
outdoor all-weather pitch. 

We offer the external MYP eAssessments in inter-
national 10th Grade and all successful students are 
awarded the international MYP Certificate by the 
IBO at the end of the course. The MYP programme 
is the most natural preparation for the IB Diploma 
programme which is offered at many high schools 
in Denmark and abroad, and is widely accepted at 
universities around the world.

MYP students come from many different countries 
and cultures, and international-mindedness and 
celebration of the diversity, is central to our  
philosophy at AIS. Our students are friendly,  
supportive and very welcoming, and there are 
many events and field trips during the school year 
which enable the students to build their  
relationships that are so important at this stage  
in a student’s life.

In the final year of the programme 
students complete a Personal  
Project, which is a culmination of all 
the skills acquired through the  
Middle Years Programme experience.  
 
Each student picks a topic that they 
are personally very interested in and 
completes a major essay or project. 

MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME
STUDENTS AGED 11 – 16



Communicators and that having the time in school 
but without having any imperatives, deadlines, or 
school work allows them to be Reflective and to 
make good choices. ASA pupils are not split accord-
ing to age, which often means that a positive,  
Caring atmosphere develops between the pupils, 
who take responsibility for and respect each other. 
Not only being from different age-groups, ASA pu-
pils are from different cultures, speak different 
languages, and are different kinds of Thinkers. 
We consider this the strength of our community, 
and use this diversity to our collective advantage, 
sharing ideas, skills and perspectives daily. Young-
er pupils learn much being around older pupils, 
and vice versa; this cycle is mutually beneficial and 
yields Principled pupils. 

Our activities are fully inclusive; all pupils are en-
couraged to be Risk-Takers and enjoy pursuits they 
wouldn’t ordinarily try. Having a wide selection of 
activities to choose from every day allows pupils to 
be Open-Minded at their own pace. We change our 
activities according to popularity and request, and 
we are very much open to pupil and parent sugges-
tions for new activities. 

AIS also offers childcare for all PYP4-8 pupils in the 
breaks (Autumn, Christmas, Winter and Spring), as 
well as specific days in the Summer break. These 
are billed separately per pupil, per break, and are 
free of charge for pupils already signed up to Daily 
ASA. Many more activities are planned for these 
breaks, as well as day trips away from school.

The school day finishes for most pupils at 15.00. For 
parents who are unable to collect their children at 
this time, and for pupils who wish to stay longer 
and engage in various activities, AIS offers childcare 
for all PYP4-8 pupils. Daily ASA runs every normal 
school day from the close of instruction until 17.00.
 
Daily ASA at AIS’s Dolgas Avenue campus currently 
hosts around 60 pupils who enjoy sports such as 
football, dodgeball, table tennis, and other games 
throughout the week, as well as arts, crafts, design 
challenges and writing exercises. The ASA room in 
the centre of the campus also boasts toys, games, 
books, construction materials and puzzles to cater 
for the needs of all children, ensuring their free 
time is used in a Balanced way. Screen time is 
limited to twenty minutes a day in ASA for most 
pupils, and this time is reserved for school work 
and homework only. Pupils are encouraged to be 
Knowledgeable and Inquirers, but also to recognise 
the value in using the free time at the end of the 
day to be with peers in a comfortable environment. 
We have found that this allows them to be effective 

Separate to Daily ASA is a selection of clubs open 
to PYP and MYP pupils. These clubs take place on 
different days and times and are billed separately 
to daily ASA. Sign up to After School clubs is not 
dependent on being signed up to Daily ASA, but 
pupils may do both. The current selection of clubs 
at AIS includes supplementary Danish language 
instruction, Chess, Hockey, Choir, Drawing, Art, 
Basketball and Dance as well as a wide selection of 
one-on-one and group instrument lessons. Other 
clubs that have been offered in the past or that we 
are looking to offer again will be Badminton, Pro-
gramming, Cricket, Football, Taekwondo, and many 
more. All clubs are based on-site.

AFTER SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES

Tell me and I 
forget, teach 
me and I may 
remember,  
involve me  
and I learn.
Benjamin Franklin

Learning is...  
balanced
A variety of fun and exciting activities for a well-rounded day

Daily PYP 4-8 ASA

After School Clubs



“During my time at AIS, I became 
a more social, active, and 
well-balanced student. I learned 
to manage my schoolwork as 
well as my after-school activities. 
Even more than that, I made great 
friends with whom I will stay in 
contact forever.” 

Former MYP Student

“Working at AIS is a really  
rewarding experience. As a  
teacher we have the freedom  
and responsibility to create units 
of work that reflect our ever- 
changing world and prepare our 
students for a future in which they 
can play an active role in shaping.”

MYP Teacher

“Being a teacher in the AIS Early Years 
department is a job that makes me 
happy and proud every day! It’s a joy 
to come to work and together with the 
team create an atmosphere and a 
learning environment where students 
can thrive, learn and grow and where 
international families feel welcome.”

 PYP Teacher

“The thing that always strikes me 
when working with the school is 
the dedication and motivation 
from teachers and staff. The IB 
curriculum gives the children a 
fantastic holistic education, but 
no school is better than its  
teachers and at AIS we have  
some great ones.”

AIS Board Member

“AIS has a wonderful After School 
Activity program as well. It offers 
many activities, where the 
students can play, build, sing 
and dance together.”

PYP Parents

“I like coming to school 
because we learn  
so many things...  
Counting, about maps, 
running, letter sounds... 
And we play!”
Early Years Student



Get in touch 

www.ais-aarhus.dk

To schedule a visit or a taster day, please contact our 
admissions@ais-aarhus.dk or (+45) 8672 6060

Main Campus
Aarhus International School 
Dalgas Avenue 12 
8000 Aarhus 
Denmark

Early Years
Aarhus International School
Bushøjvænget 133
8270 Højbjerg
Denmark


