
Week Three Reflections for PYP1-PYP8 Parents 
 
Dear AIS PYP Families, 
 
We hope that this message finds you all safe, well and healthy as we move towards the 
close of our third week of distance learning.   
 
Navigating the challenges of school closure has been a work-in-progress for our 
students, families, teachers, and our entire school community.  Many parents in our 
school community have been tasked with working from home while simultaneously 
taking care of their children and helping them with their schoolwork.  Teachers are in 
the same position, trying to balance the demands of a new pedagogical approach to 
teaching and learning, figuring out new IT systems, responding to parent and student 
questions, and at the same time trying to be there for their families and in many cases 
their own young children.  
 
In the PYP, our pedagogical approaches are play-based. inquiry-based, and rely heavily 
on in-the-moment, ongoing and formative assessment of student knowledge and skills.  
Teachers regularly differentiate tasks and assignments for students in the course of 
lessons - and this is something that is not simple to facilitate through distance learning 
structures.  Nor is it easy for parents to assist with.  Our young learners from the ages of 
3-11 need ongoing guidance and support, and it's impossible to recreate at home the 
learning and routines that happens each day in our classrooms.  Throughout this time 
away, we have come to recognise that this situation simply is not "business as usual."  
We are grateful for the support and work you are doing at home to support your 
children and we know that everyone is doing their absolute best to find a way to make 
this experience successful. We are approaching this process with a growth mindset and 
plan to continuously improve over time.  
 
We would like to wholeheartedly thank everyone who was able to complete the PYP 
Parent Surveys, either at the PYP1-3, PYP4-7 or PYP8 level.  The surveys are now closed 
and we are glad to say that we had strong participation at all levels, which gave us a 
good sense of how everything is working, how everyone is coping, and where we can 
look to continue improving.  We appreciate the suggestions that came through, and we 
have had ongoing collaboration meetings as we work to improve in the consistency of 
our programming and the clarity of our communication at the PYP level.  
 
The tasks associated with distance learning require students to process a lot of 
instruction and to navigate a different learning environment, all without the kind of 
motivation and in-person accountability typically provided by teachers and peers in the 
classroom setting.  Students themselves (and adults) are also understandably anxious 
about the current situation, making it harder to focus for sustained periods of time 
without the natural breaks that school provides.  Therefore, we’ve committed to the 
following for distance learning at AIS:  
 
1. Providing meaningful opportunities for learning, connection, engagement and 
routines for our students in the midst of this crisis, while also acting on the reality of 
what is sustainable for students over time.  
 



2. Helping to create and maintain a balanced plan for academic instruction based on 
sustainable systems and best practice for digital learning. 
 
Practical Considerations Going Forward 
As of right now, we simply do not know the duration of the closure, nor do we know the 
recommendations around when we will return to school.  We are hoping to see our 
students back on Tuesday the 14th of April, but we are planning for the continuation of 
online learning from that date, as a precaution.   
 
If we progress into week four of distance learning, the PYP team will continue our focus 
on providing further opportunities for either live session offerings at each grade-level 
or video-recorded presentation of new content.  This will be especially important as we 
move closer to the final Units of Inquiry of the 2019-2020 school year.  Please keep an 
eye on the notes from teachers, who have been asked to clearly indicate and help you to 
prioritise any assessments.  The PYP is a balanced curriculum so we do encourage 
students to focus on all subject areas, including Danish, Visual Arts & Performing Arts, 
and PSPE.   
 
We still maintain that all tasks and all assigned schoolwork is optional - and we have full 
understanding for the circumstances which many of our families are facing.  Do what 
you can, where you are, with what you have - and know that we are doing the same.  
Continue communicating with homeroom and subject teachers and they will do 
everything they can to support you in this process. 
 
A Note About Postponed PYP Conferences From March 
We are delaying making a final decision about rescheduling dates for these conferences 
until we know when we might be back at school; depending upon the circumstances, we 
may need to consider alternate structures for holding these conferences or consider a 
new plan altogether for holding these check-in conferences. More information, 
including exact dates, will follow when we have more information. 
 
Spring break is upon us now and the teachers and school staff are looking forward to a 
much-needed change of pace after some challenging weeks away.  As a planned holiday 
where school is closed you should not expect PYP teachers to post new work, but please 
do remember that the regular online platforms should be available (Epic, Mathletics, 
iXL, etc.) should you wish for some extra practice for your child.  You're also welcome to 
review the previously posted tasks and assignments should you feel that you need some 
extra structure or work at home in the coming time.  We sincerely hope that you are all 
staying well and that everyone is able to use this upcoming break to re-charge and focus 
on family. 
 
Be Well & Stay Well.  
Thank You,  
 
Megan Moran Behnke 
IB PYP Coordinator 
 


