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Aarhus International School now can realize the vision of a strong and modern international school

with space for 600 students in the heart of Aarhus. Project One Campus is supported by Aarhus

Municipality, as well as several large foundations and East Jutland companies. The expansion of the

school is of great importance for companies and organizations' ability to attract international

candidates to the Aarhus area.

June 10, 2022

Having a strong and well-functioning international school in Aarhus is crucial for the development of the

East Jutland region. It has therefore been a vision for Aarhus International School to improve and expand

the current campus at Dalgas Avenue 12 in Aarhus C. 

A total of DKK 138 million has been set aside for the project, which in reality means that older and

dilapidated buildings are to be demolished, and replaced with a separate building for the school's

youngest students aged 3-5 and an extension to existing buildings for students aged 6-15. In total, there

will be new construction of 6000 m2. 

 “For a long time, we have had a school where the quality of teaching is high, but where the framework

has simply been too small and too run-down. It is therefore a great pleasure to finally be able to realize

the dream of One Campus. In the future we can offer 600 students both an academically and socially

rewarding campus life in well-functioning and up-to-date surroundings,” says Niclas Kvernrød, head of

the School Board at Aarhus International School. 

A united business community, Aarhus Municipality and the Crown Prince and Crown Princess

support the expansion

It is a unified effort from the municipality, businesses, and foundations, which supports the expansion of

Aarhus International School. A strengthening of the school is vital for the entire region, and that is

precisely why the municipality has chosen to support the project with a loan of 30 million kroner, says

mayor, Jacob Bundsgaard:

“An attractive IB-certified international school is a crucial prerequisite and framework condition for

maintaining and attracting international companies, workplaces and employees to Aarhus. In this context,

it is an important step that Aarhus International School can now begin the next chapter. At the same

time, the project is - quite literally - a school example of how we in Aarhus are good at coming together

and collaborating to make projects a success. Therefore, a big thank you for the cooperation and

contribution from all donors and involved. ”

Aarhus International School Expands to A Large Unified Campus



In addition to the municipality, a number of foundations and businesses are behind the financing of the

expansion. These include the Salling Foundation and the Novo Nordisk Foundation, which both support

with DKK 20 million. 

 “The Salling Foundation has supported Aarhus International School from the very beginning. It was,

among other things, with support from the foundations that the school in 2015 bought the buildings and

land on Dalgas Avenue. We did this because it is important for us and for the city that we can offer a

high-quality international schooling to employees' children. The school has since the beginning

developed and grown out of the framework; therefore, it is natural for us to support the expansion and

thus lift the international school to its full potential, "says Chairman of Købmand Herman Sallings Fond,

Jens Bjerg Sørensen.

A very large proportion of the students at Aarhus International School are children of international

researchers employed by Aarhus University. That is why the Novo Nordisk Foundation has also chosen to

support with DKK 20 million, says chairman of the foundation, Lars Rebien Sørensen:

“The Novo Nordisk Foundation wants to contribute to making it attractive for top researchers to come to

Denmark, and here, an attractive international school offer is crucial. This is important for Denmark's

competitiveness and development. Together with Aarhus International School's continued focus on

developing and strengthening science teaching, it is only natural for the foundation to support the

development and expansion of the school. ”

He is backed by Jesper Lund, President and CEO of Lars Larsen Group, who supports the expansion with

DKK 10 million.

“It is crucial that we in East Jutland can offer a modern international school if we want the opportunity to

attract and retain qualified, international labor in the future. That is why we at Lars Larsen Group support

the establishment of One Campus, which is an important step on the road to a more attractive

international environment. In addition, we must ensure that there is an integration outside of work and

school. We should, to a greater extent, be open and invite the new international families in so they can

create good relationships and feel at home. We are all responsible for that,” he says.

Among the other contributors are the Grundfos Foundation, which also supports with DKK 10 million.

Foundation director Kim Nøhr Skibsted says: 

 “We have several employees with children at the school. We know that when international candidates

with families look at a position with us, they google international school options in the region. The IB

program is very attractive, and it is important to us that the school can offer the teaching in a

contemporary and attractive setting.”

AP Møller and his wife Chastine Mc-Kinney Møller's Foundation for General Purposes have also granted

10 million for the project:

“The foundation contributes to making it even more attractive for international families to settle in East

Jutland. A modern international school is of course crucial when the area's companies have to recruit

international employees. ”



Dilapidated barracks to be demolished after the last day of school 

Once the students have been dismissed for the last time before the summer holidays, the project

will start on Dalgas Avenue. As soon as all the children have left, the heavy machinery arrives to

demolish some of the old buildings. First to come down will be a series of barracks, which were

built as "temporary" premises back in the seventies. They will be torn down to make room for a

building for the school's youngest students, aged 3-5, at the back of the site. In addition, an

extension is being built to the existing school buildings, where the school will have a common

meeting point and up-to-date classrooms and subject rooms for the older students. The

construction is expected to be completed by the start of school in 2024, and it will be a milestone

for both students and staff, says Head of School Chris Hanna:

“Over the past 10 years, AIS has grown from being a small school with almost 40 students to a large

and attractive school with about 350 students. Today we have some incredibly dedicated teachers

and committed students. However, due to lack of space, the school has been divided into two

addresses, one for the youngest in Højbjerg and the older students in more or less worn-down

rooms on Dalgas Avenue. We are looking incredibly forward to welcoming new and old students to

modern and inspiring rooms when the construction is completed,” he says.

Aarhus International School is an international private

school consisting of kindergarten and primary school

(grundskole) with the purpose of offering international

IB-authorized teaching and childcare in accordance with

the Free School Act and the Day Care Act. 

The kindergarten, with about 60 children, is located in

Højbjerg and the school with about 290 students is

located on Dalgas Avenue, close to the center of Aarhus.

AIS is a certified IB World School where the language of

instruction and everyday language is English. 

A high academic and social level at the school is achieved

through teaching solidly grounded in the IB program

from kindergarten to graduation classes. 

With about a third of Danish students at the school, the

teaching of Danish is at a very high level with a division

into 3 levels. 

Students from more than 40 nationalities attend the

school.

In line with the "International Baccalaureate®" mission,

we strive to educate and prepare our students to actively

contribute to a better world.

About AIS 

In total approx. 6000 m2 which is being built as

a turnkey contract by CC Contractors A / S

Total construction cost of 138 million. kr.

Construction period June 2022-August 2024

Client: Ejendomsfonden Aarhus International

School

Sketch project attached

About the project:
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Read more and download

photographs here:

 
https://www.ais-aarhus.com/about-ais/ais-

project-one-campus/
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Mayor, Jacob Bundsgaard, Aarhus Municipality. 

 Supports Project One Campus with: Interest and installment-free loan DKK 30.7 million. Kr.

“An attractive IB-certified international school is a crucial prerequisite and framework condition for

maintaining and attracting international companies, workplaces and employees to Aarhus. In this

context, it is an important step that Aarhus International School can now begin the next chapter. At

the same time, the project is - quite literally - a school example of how we in Aarhus are good at

coming together and collaborating to make projects a success. Therefore, a big thank you for the

cooperation and contribution from all donors and involved. ”

Chairman of Købmand Herman Sallings Fond, Jens Bjerg Sørensen 

 Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 20 million. 

“The Salling Foundation has supported Aarhus International School from the very beginning. It was,

among other things, with support from the foundations that the school in 2015 bought the buildings

and land on Dalgas Avenue. We did this because it is important for us and for the city that we can offer

a high-quality international schooling to employees' children. The school has since the beginning

developed and grown out of the framework; therefore, it is natural for us to support the expansion and

thus lift the international school to its full potential, "says Chairman of Købmand Herman Sallings

Fond, Jens Bjerg Sørensen.

Novo Nordisk Fonden 

 Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 20 million.

“The Novo Nordisk Foundation wants to contribute to making it attractive for top researchers to come

to Denmark, and here, an attractive international school offer is crucial. This is important for

Denmark's competitiveness and development. Together with Aarhus International School's continued

focus on developing and strengthening science teaching, it is only natural for the foundation to

support the development and expansion of the school. ”

President and CEO , Lars Larsen Group, Jesper Lund 

 Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 10 million.

“It is crucial that we in East Jutland can offer a modern international school if we want the opportunity

to attract and retain qualified, international labor in the future. That is why we at Lars Larsen Group

support the establishment of One Campus, which is an important step on the road to a more attractive

international environment. In addition, we must ensure that there is an integration outside of work and

school. We should, to a greater extent, be open and invite the new international families in so they can

create good relationships and feel at home. We are all responsible for that,” he says.

AP Møller and Wife Chastine Mc-Kinney Møller's Foundation for General Purposes 

 Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 10 million.

“The foundation contributes to making it even more attractive for international families to settle in

East Jutland. A modern international school is of course crucial when the area's companies have to

recruit international employees.”

Foundation Director, Grundfos Foundation, Kim Nøhr Skibsted 

 Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 10 million. 

“We have several employees with children at the school. We know that when international candidates

with families look at a position with us, they google international school options in the region. The IB

program is very attractive, and it is important to us that the school can offer the teaching in a

contemporary and attractive setting.”

Quotes and Opinions:



CEO, Danske Commodities, Helle Østergaard. 

 Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 5 million.

“Danske Commodities has employees from more than 30 different countries employed at our

headquarters in Aarhus. So we know how important it is to have a professionally strong international

school in our city. It is important for our international employees and their children, it is important

for Aarhus' status as an attractive city to move to and live in for people from all over the world, and

it is important for Danske Commodities' ability to continue to attract the international specialists we

need so we can continue to grow our business. ”

Chairman, Ejendomsfonden AIS, Ebbe Malte Iversen 

 “Expanding Aarhus International School and thereby creating a solid foundation for a continued

positive development for the school has been a great wish for the East Jutland business community.

We see this, not least, in the large group of contributors who today complete the task together.

There is an enormous amount of work behind the project already, and with the early donations from

several smaller foundations, it means that now that the full funding is in place, we can set sail and

start construction immediately. I am incredibly happy and proud of that. ”

Board , Aarhus International School, Niclas Kvernrød:

“For a long time, we have had a school where the quality of teaching is high, but where the

framework has simply been too small and too run-down. It is therefore a great pleasure to finally be

able to realize the dream of One Campus. In the future we can offer 600 students both an

academically and socially rewarding campus life in well-functioning and up-to-date surroundings.” 

Head of School, Aarhus International School, Chris Hanna:

“Over the past 10 years, AIS has grown from being a small school with almost 40 students to a large

and attractive school with about 350 students. Today we have some incredibly dedicated teachers

and committed students. However, due to lack of space, the school has been divided into two

addresses, one for the youngest in Højbjerg and the older students in more or less worn-down rooms

on Dalgas Avenue. We are looking incredibly forward to welcoming new and old students to modern

and inspiring rooms when the construction is completed,” he says.

Arla Foods:

Supports Aarhus International School with a total of DKK 3,950,000 for operating support during

the construction period 

“Arla Foods has supported Aarhus International School for many years and followed the beautiful

transformation as the school has developed into an internationally recognized and respected IB

school. As a global company headquartered in Aarhus, it is crucial for us that we have a strong

school offer for the many international families who choose to move to the region. We have also

experienced that Danish families in Arla who have created an international career outside Denmark,

seek an international learning environment and perspective when they return to Denmark, and here

Aarhus International School is also crucial. One Campus and the new physical framework, will in the

best way support the ambition and pride that the school is known for in relation to their learning

environment ”- Executive Vice President, Ola Arvidsson, Arla Foods

Quotes and Opinions:



Stibofonden 

Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 500,000 

Vilhelm Kiers Foundation 

Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 400,000 

Per and Lise Aarsleff's Foundation 

Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 300,000 

Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess Mary's Foundation 

Supports Project One Campus with: Grant of DKK 100,000 for the establishment of a

playground.

Other Funds and Contributors:



Contributors Amount DKK

Municipality of Aarhus 30,700,000

Salling Funds 20,000,000

Novo Nordisk Fonden 20,000,000

AP Moller and Wife Chastine Mc-

Kinney Moller's Foundation for

General Purposes

10,000,000

Grundfos Foundation 10,000,000

Lars Larsen Group 10,000,000

Danish Commodities 5,000,000

Stibo Fonden 500,000

Vilhelm Kiers Fond 400,000

Per and Lise Aarsleff's Foundation 300,000

Crown Prince Frederik and Crown

Princess Mary's Foundation
100,000

About Financing:

Deductible  

Credit union 31,000,000

Total 138,000,000

Operating support

 

Outside the construction cost, Arla Food and Aarhus International School have entered into an agreement on

operating support in the period 

2022-26    3,950,000

 

For further information: contact Charlotte Jessen at cj@ais-aarhus.dk 
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